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Limitations
Cannot test parallel trends
Small groups limit power
Cannot isolate unemployment as
mechanism
Effects may be temporary 

170 million rural workers migrate to cities, leaving
spouses behind, most often wives.
 
These left-behind partners run the rural economy:
Farming, childcare, elderly care

In 2008, the Global Financial Crisis hit, millions lost
their jobs and returned home.

We ask: does spousal work-migration affect
mental health of the spouses left behind?

Figure 2: Effect on individual dimensions of mental
distress for females when spouse returns              
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Figure 1: DiD effect overall and by gender on
mental distress


