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Cannot test parallel trends
Small groups limit power
Cannot isolate unemployment as
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Effects may be temporary

170 million rural workers migrate to cities, leaving
spouses behind, most often wives.

These left-behind partners run the rural economy: Analysis 2: Spouse Departs

Farming, childcare, elderly care

In 2008, the Global Financial Crisis hit, millions lost

their jobs and returned home. POliCY advice

Bundle mental health
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Figure 2: Effect on individual dimensions of mental economic shocks

distress for females when spouse returns

2007 Spouse away in city 2007 Both partners home

GFC hits = factories close

Economic opportunity

Treatment Spouse returns home Treatment Spouse left for work COGNITIVE PAILY FUNCTIONING & STRESS
Control Spouse stayed away Control Both stayed home Making decisions -0.282 _ p=0.002** Enjoying activities =0.140 p=0.117
1 r
Measures: separation + Measures: separation 0n|y Concentration -0.071 p=0.511 Facing problems -0.114 p=0.319
] b
'
unemployment n = 81 treatment, 6,357 MOOD Playing useful role  -0.084 p=0.359
b
n = 131 treatment, 293 control control Feallng unbsppy —0.167 - p=0.059* Overcoming ~0.062 p=0.468
problems L
' r
. Feeling worthless =0.107 p=0.192 Sleep loss -0.050 =0.549
Outcome: mental distress ; ’
Losing confidence +0.023 p=0.781 Under strain -0.028 p=0.771
General happiness +0.057 p=0.491




